
A.   Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF 

EDUCATION – 3 March 2016 

 

The Washington County Board of Education met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on 3 March 

2016 in the Board Room of the Central Office.  Those present were Chairman Todd Ganger, 

Vice-chairman Jack Leonard, Keith Ervin, Mary Lo Silvers, Clarence Mabe, Phillip McLain, 

David Hammond, Annette Buchanan and Mike Masters.   

 

Mr. Ganger called the meeting to order. 

 

After a moment of silence, Mr. McLain led the pledge to the flag. 

 

Mr. Ganger recognized Administrators and County Commissioners. 

 

Ms. Silvers moved for approval of the meeting agenda.  Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. Hammond moved for approval of the consent agenda.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes - Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, 

Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Buchanan, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Dykes introduced Fall Branch Elementary Principal, Howard Henson.  Mr. Henson in turn 

introduced students; Kaitlyn Rosenbaum, winner of the “Tar Wars” Poster contest; Lucas Griggs, 

state winner of the 4-H essay contest; and the girls’ volleyball team, district champions. 

 

Mr. Dykes presented changes to Policy 5.206 – Retirement for the Board’s consideration. 

 

Mr. Hammond moved for amended Policy 5.206 on first reading.  Ms. Buchanan seconded the 

motion which carried without opposition on voice vote.   

 

The Director said the Health, Education, and Welfare Committee requested the Board to consider 

a presentation on Boones Creek Elementary and Middle Schools regarding the facility needs of 

the schools.    

 

On a motion by Mr. McLain and seconded by Mr. Masters the Board set  April 12 at 5:30 pm. at 

Boones Creek Middle School for the presentation to County Commission and the Board without 

opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, 

Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Ganger requested a RSVP by April 4
th

 of the County Commission of those who can attend. 

 

Mr. Dykes shared news articles from the month of February featuring the school system. 

 

Mr. Ganger introduced TSBA Director, Dr. Tammy Grissom. 

 

Dr. Grissom presented five finalists and their interview dates from the twenty applicants for the 

Director of Schools position:  Dr. Dixie Bowen – March 14, Ms. Tammy Larkey – March 15, Dr. 

Ginger Christian – March 16, Ms. Kimber Halliburton – March 17, and Dr. Elizabeth Alves – 

March 18. 

 

Ms. Silvers made a motion to accept the five candidates to proceed with the Director’s search.  

Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – 

McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger. 

 



Dr. Grissom provided the Board with a final report of the search.  She gave an outline of the 

report.  She noted, included was a sample interview guide with questions.  She recommended the 

Board ask the same questions to every candidate.   

 

Mr. Ganger shared appreciation to Dr. Grissom for the search process.   

 

Following a brief recess, Mr. Ganger called the meeting back to order. 

 

Mr. Mabe made a motion to add applicant Dr. William Flanary to the five finalists to proceed 

with the process.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Ganger said he did not favor veering away from the process approved by the Board.   

 

The motion carried on roll call vote:  yes votes – Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

and Silvers; no votes – Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger.  

 

Mr. McLain presented the Facilities Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for the Committee’s recommendation to present the original agreement, 

omitting the exclusion to mow the horse show grounds, to South Central Ruritan for the lease of 

the ball fields.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call 

vote:  yes votes – Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, and 

Ganger. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation to allow Maintenance 

Supervisor, Phillip Patrick, to search for a contractor and obtain an estimated cost for the labor 

and additional materials to complete the softball field project at David Crockett High School and 

to allow the executive committee to approve once the information is obtained.  Mr. Leonard 

seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Leonard, 

Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation for maintenance personnel 

to install a ticket booth at Daniel Boone High School’s softball field and for Mr. Patrick to obtain 

estimates for ticket booth construction at Ridgeview Elementary and Grandview Elementary 

Schools. 

 

Mr. Ganger inquired about the ticket booth at Daniel Boone’s softball field being included in 

Phase I and not completed. 

 

The Director said at that cost overages of some items didn’t allow for completion of the ticket 

booth. 

 

Mr. Ganger expressed the expense should come out of Daniel Boone’s bond proceeds.   

 

Mr. Masters moved to amend the motion to have maintenance personnel, at the discretion of Mr. 

Patrick, install a ticket booth at Daniel Boone’s softball field with bond proceeds issued for 

Phase II of Daniel Boone High School.  Mr. McLain seconded the amendment which carried 

without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, 

McLain, Mabe, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

The original motion as amended carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes – Silvers, 

Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, and Ganger. 

 



 

(Show Facilities Committee Report) 

 

Mr. McLain presented the Facilities Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Leonard seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

There were no recommendations from the Facilities Committee. 

 

(Show Facilities Committee Report) 

 

Mr. Leonard presented the Finance Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the General Fund Financial Statement for the month of 

January.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes 

votes – Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Mabe, and Ganger.  

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval for Jonesborough Elementary School to enter into a five year 

copier lease with RICOH.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion which carried without opposition 

on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Mabe, 

Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval for the purchase of an eight passenger van with a towing 

package with the Board funding 50% and the MJROTC program funding 50% of the cost.  Mr. 

McLain seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – 

Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval to purchase the two remaining vans from Erwin Motors at 

$25,531 per van using fund balance.  Mr. Masters seconded the motion.  It was noted this was 

result of Champion Chevrolet having notified the school system they were unable to obtain the 

two remaining vans (four originally) at this time and that all four were to have been delivered by 

August 2015.  The motion carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Leonard, 

Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval to fund eighth grade readiness exams at the cost of $10,000 to 

be included in the 2016-2017 budget.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion which carried without 

opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, 

Mabe, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

(Show Finance Committee Report) 

 

Dr. Bill Flanary presented one bus advertisement for the Board’s consideration.   

 

Mr. Masters moved to approve the advertisement.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Mabe, Masters, Silvers, Ervin, 

Hammond, McLain, Buchanan, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

Dr. Flanary presented a list of items for consideration to be declared surplus, including a “Coke” 

scoreboard to be donated.  Mr. Ganger moved for approval of the four vehicles excluding the 

scoreboard.  Mr. McLain seconded the motion. 

 

 

 

 



The motion carried without opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Leonard, Masters, Silvers, 

Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, and Ganger. 

 

The Director said if the Board chose to continue with the donation, he recommended to postpone 

declaring the scoreboard as surplus until the legality has been reviewed.  He added This in part of 

the organization not being a government entity. 

 

WCEA representative LaDawn Hudgins informed the Board her along with other teachers would 

be having the opportunity to meet with Legislators during Spring Break. 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 

Mr. McLain made a motion to use the bus advertisement monies to purchase science carts for the 

balance of the elementary schools.  Ms. Buchanan seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes – Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, 

McLain, Leonard, and Ganger. 

 

McLain It is always a please to see the students showcased at the Board meetings. 

 It is always good to see the “In the News.”  I really appreciate that being brought 

to the Board. 

 Good meeting. 

  

Mr. Mabe made a motion to use the consumption on premises monies, when and if received, to 

build six tennis courts at Daniel Boone and David Crockett High Schools.  Mr. Leonard 

seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:  yes votes – Hammond, Mabe, Leonard, 

Masters, and Silvers; no votes – McLain, Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger. 

 

Mabe Thank you, Board members, for considering the tennis.  I think it will be 

awesome for our students. 

 

Silvers Enjoyed the meeting. 

 Mr. Henson always encourages me, because of his enthusiasm. 

 Always enjoy “In the News.”  We haven’t always had good news, I think the 

reason we do now is because Mr. Dykes reminds us with the coverage. 

 I appreciate the work of WCEA by working with the Legislators. 

 Wonderful what the David Crockett football Boosters have done, it shows what a 

community can do. 

  

Hammond Good meeting.   

Always enjoy the kids at the meetings. 

We have many good things going on in Washington County Schools. 

I appreciate this Board, we may not always agree, but we all have the one 

common goal in mind, the school system. 

Great Day on the Hill. 

 

Ervin  Good meeting. 

 

Leonard Enjoyed the meeting. 

We have a huge responsibility before us in the next few months in choosing a new 

Director.  I hope we all take this very seriously and in a professional manner.  

   

 

 

 



Masters Good meeting.  

  Thank you County Commission and Administrators for being present. 

  I feel we have a lot of support as we search for a new Director. 

  Enjoyed the Fall Branch Elementary students. 

  I think we had a very informative meeting and accomplished some things 

  Thank you Mr. Dykes for your support and the job you do. 

 

Buchanan Always enjoy the student presentations at the meetings. 

Thank you Mr. Dykes for recognizing the ladies with the David Crockett Football 

Boosters, they work very hard. 

I’m excited to see the robotics program in the middle schools. 

I’m glad to see the science carts bought, great idea.  They will be a great impact 

for our children. 

 

Mabe We lost a great educator this past week, Lloyd White.  I taught under him at Fall 

Branch.  He did an awesome job.  He will be dearly missed. 

 

Ganger We also lost Ms. Juanita Ruetz.  She was a very special lady. 

 Reminder of Director of Schools interview the week of March 14
th

. 

 Also reminder, a called meeting on March 29
th

.  The purpose will be to discuss 

the candidates and potentially elect a new Director.  If it does occur at that time, 

we will address it at the April Board meeting. 

 The Board’s self-evaluations have been received, we need to look at a time to 

review those.   

 

The Board discussed holding a retreat in conjunction with Summer Law Institute in July. 

 

The Board set April 2, 9:00 a.m. to visit the potential sites for the new Boones Creek School and 

to invite the Health, Education, and Welfare Committee to join the tour.   

 

Mr. McLain requested an invitation be extended to Legislators Rusty Crowe, Micah VanHuss, 

and Matthew Hill to attend to Top Ten Banquet. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


